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Bringing the Aleutians East Borough, the AEB School District and Eastern Aleutian Tribes
together by sharing common goals.

Plane Crashes in Water Near Sand Point

Two Crew Memberson Board Are Missing

Two crew memberaboad a Beechcraft 190@re missing after they crashed in the water near
Sand Pointatelast night.The Coast Guard said th&CE air argo plane was leaving Sand Point

boundfor Anchorage when residents in the area hearg@ldreesputteringoefore it crashe

The Coast Guard anDennis McGlashan, Jr., of the Sand Pdiniunteer Fire Department,
requested assistance from local commercial fishermen to help seapds$dylesurvivors while
the Coast Guard was en route. Four Sand Point fishermen, Dwadar, Fosylor Lundgen,
Robin Larsen and Jdeuratich responded to theall for assistance.ishermen reportedeeing
debris in the water stretching frothe reef on Unga Island, across from Sand Pdmiyithin
onequarter mile oEgg Island, located ne&quaw Harbor.

nWe went throwdgdh anlde pdekeids upi wddaamemeraal
fisherman Robin Larsen of Sand Point.
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Al retrieved what | b e]varieus ethet parts bf¢he plamed what t ¢
appeared to beftoatation device that would Hecated underneath the seai

Larsen said anothdéisherman retrieved a backpackhe Coast Guard arrived on the sceith a

C-130 and a Jayhawk helicopter from Kodiak about 90 minutes after the crash and began
combing tle waters.Larsensaid he and the other fishermegaveled witlin one mile south of

Egg Island while the helicopter hovered overhead.

i At tirt dhere weoe 10 12-foot seas We wer e having troubl e
explainedi The wi niohg50-&690 &wnwott s, even 70 at ti mes.

Larsen said he and the other fishermen followed the debris line all the way toward where they
believe thecrashoccurred. He later provided those coordinates to the Coast Guard.

AfWe believe what ehedusetagehe maih part of thé ppanee couwd threre)
he said.

So far, the two crew members board have not been fourithe Coast Guaritientifiedthe two
onthe planeaas pilot Ameer Ali and crew member Emily Lewis.

Read more- Anchorage Daily News article

Akutan Set to Drill for Geothermal Power

The City of Akutan is in for a hot
summer. Preparations are underway
for drilling exploratory geothermal
wells in Hot SpringsBay Valley on
Akutan lIsland, just three miles from
Akutan  Village. Extensive
prospecting, including soil and
chemical testing, remote sensing
using satellite imagery, and magneto
telluric measurement of electric
currents in the earth using more than
50 gound probes, was completed in
October 2009. Now the project
technical team, led by Dr. Amanda

Plans this summer call for drilling exploratory geothermaells
in Hot Springs Valley on Akutan Island, just three miles from t
City of Akutan.
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http://www.adn.com/news/alaska/rural/story/1105193.html

Kolker, has identified four high

priority sites for test well drilling

this summer.
Under i deal con
hol eo wel | s (a

inches in tameter) can be drilled
between June and Octobkrone

to a depth of H0O feet and three
to a depth of ;600 feet However,
much work remains to be don
before the drilling team can go
into action. State permits need to
be obtained and procurement of

transportation, drilling services
and magrial must be completed.

In addition, drilling pads and work

Geologist Pete Stelling unrolls cable connected toenputer system thal
measures the electrical current in the ground.

camp sites need to be prepare

According to
on track for a 2010 drilling pragm.

Ray

Mann of RMA Consul ti Gr o

ng

AThe entire pr

and everyone at the City
is excited about thi
critical phase of the
project, o Ma n
fiWe need the results of
test well drilling to
complete the project
feasibility study and
business plan for full
development. Right
now, schedule is
everything. o

Funding is a significant

factor, as well. The

project began in late

2008 with funding from

Drilling of four identified test wells in Hot Springs Bay Valley is estimated to cost in ex the . .Clty of AkUtan'
of $4 million. Additional funding -
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$2,559,0007 is now in place through a State of Alaska Renewable Energy Fund grant.
However,drilling of all four identified test wells is estimated to cost in excess of $4 million. To
reach this funding goal, the City has applied for a Round 3 (FY2011) State renewable energy
grant of $2.8 million, with $250,000 of City matching funds. Grardra will be made during

the current legislative session.

A Av ai draamtfuhdeng will determine the number of wells to be drilldds season o s ai d
Project Manag e rOthénmseni projdCtoniiiost likely bé reduced to drilling
thetwoh ghest priority wells. o

Read more

Town Creek Hydroelectric Project

to Reduce Energy Costs for Akutan

The City of Akutan recentlyreceived A Fi el d Report and Recommen
for the repair and upgrade of the Town Creek hydroelectric power system. The report, which
was funded as part of an Alaska Energy Authority renewablegergnant, estimates that
upgradinghe existirg system will save the City more than $100,000 annually in fuel costs.

The Town Creek system was developed in 1990 as a joint venture between the City of Akutan
and Alaska Power Systems. The City subsequently purchased the entire system, which consist
of three small diversion dams, |

hydro turbine generato S
interconnected with a backup diespS&s
generator. :

The system can produce up to
kilowatts, enough to meet thg
majority of power demand fothe
City. Sea®nal variations of wate
volumein Town Creek require the
frequent use of diesel generators.

iThe system s :
. . |A recent report estimates the repair and upgrade of the Town Creek
recommended by the engineerir

hydroelectric power system will save the City of Akutan more than $100,
annually in fuel costs. Photo by Bob Kirkman, RMA Consulting Group.
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team will greatly increase the dine capacity and efficiency of the system, which means big
cost savings fBobh tKhe k@any ow,f RaMAd Consul ting
manager.

Recommended improvements for
the system include replacing
valves, upgrading impoundments
and dams and replacing
powerhouse controls, at an
estimated cost fo $1.4 million.

The City submitted a renewable
8 energy grant application to the
B8 Alaska Energy Authority  in

November2009, requesting funds
for a 2010 final design and
construction Akutan Mayor Joe

Repairs and upgrades o begin this summer if the City receives | Bereskin is optimistic ~about
grant funding for the project.Photo by Bob Kirkman, RMA Consultii getting the project completk this
year.
AWith the push for renewabl e energy to repl
wants to make sure the Town Creek systemn oper ate at peak ef fi
sadiNow i s the time to invest in needed i mprgd

If the City receives grant funding for the project, work could begi early as July of this year.

Borough Launches
AEB Fish Blogfor
Fishermen

This week, the Aleutians East Borough
kicked off the AEB Fish Blog, an online

forum for fishermen to discasregional
policies and issues affecting the
commercial fishing industry. The blog will
also allow fisher men t
about how fishing is going and what
challenges lie aheadTo help get the

Explore http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com.
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