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In the Loop 

             
 

Bringing the Aleutians East Borough, the AEB School District and Eastern Aleutian Tribes 

together by sharing common goals. 

Plane Crashes in Water Near Sand Point; 

 Two Crew Members on Board Are Missing  

Two crew members aboard a Beechcraft 1900 are missing after they crashed in the water near 

Sand Point late last night. The Coast Guard said the ACE air cargo plane was leaving Sand Point 

bound for Anchorage when residents in the area heard the plane sputtering before it crashed.  

The Coast Guard and Dennis McGlashan, Jr., of the Sand Point Volunteer Fire Department, 

requested assistance from local commercial fishermen to help search for possible survivors while 

the Coast Guard was en route.  Four Sand Point fishermen, Dwain Foster, Taylor Lundgren, 

Robin Larsen and Joe Puratich, responded to the call for assistance. Fishermen reported seeing 

debris in the water stretching from the reef on Unga Island, across from Sand Point, to within 

one-quarter mile of Egg Island, located near Squaw Harbor.  

ñWe went through the debris field and picked up whatever we could,ò said commercial 

fisherman Robin Larsen of Sand Point.  
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ñI retrieved what I believe to be the aft cargo bulkhead, various other parts of the plane, and what 

appeared to be a floatation device that would be located underneath the seat.ò  

Larsen said another fisherman retrieved a backpack. The Coast Guard arrived on the scene with a 

C-130 and a Jayhawk helicopter from Kodiak about 90 minutes after the crash and began 

combing the waters. Larsen said he and the other fishermen traveled within one mile south of 

Egg Island while the helicopter hovered overhead. 

ñAt that point, there were 10 - 12-foot seas. We were having trouble seeing anything,ò Larsen 

explained. ñThe wind was gusting 50 - 60 knots, even 70 at times.ò 

Larsen said he and the other fishermen followed the debris line all the way toward where they 

believe the crash occurred. He later provided those coordinates to the Coast Guard.  

ñWe believe whateverôs left, the engine, the fuselage, the main part of the plane, could be there,ò 

he said. 

So far, the two crew members on board have not been found. The Coast Guard identified the two 

on the plane as pilot Ameer Ali and crew member Emily Lewis.  

Read more - Anchorage Daily News article 

 

Akutan Set to Drill for Geothermal Power 

 

The City of Akutan is in for a hot 

summer.  Preparations are underway 

for drilling exploratory geothermal 

wells in Hot Springs Bay Valley on 

Akutan Island, just three miles from 

Akutan Village.  Extensive 

prospecting, including soil and 

chemical testing, remote sensing 

using satellite imagery, and magneto-

telluric measurement of electric 

currents in the earth using more than 

50 ground probes, was completed in 

October 2009.  Now the project 

technical team, led by Dr. Amanda 
Plans this summer call for drilling exploratory geothermal wells 

in Hot Springs Valley on Akutan Island, just three miles from the 

City of Akutan. 

http://www.adn.com/news/alaska/rural/story/1105193.html


 

In the Loop                Published by the Aleutians East Borough                  Jan. 22, 2009 Page 3 

 

Kolker, has identified four high-

priority sites for test well drilling 

this summer. 

Under ideal conditions, four ñslim 

holeò wells (approximately 3 

inches in diameter) can be drilled 

between June and October ï one 

to a depth of 3,500 feet and three 

to a depth of 1,500 feet. However, 

much work remains to be done 

before the drilling team can go 

into action.  State permits need to 

be obtained, and procurement of 

transportation, drilling services 

and material must be completed. 

In addition, drilling pads and work 

camp sites need to be prepared.  

According to Ray Mann of RMA Consulting Group, the Cityôs Program Manager, everything is 

on track for a 2010 drilling program.  

ñThe entire project team 

and everyone at the City 

is excited about this 

critical phase of the 

project,ò Mann said. 

ñWe need the results of 

test well drilling to 

complete the project 

feasibility study and 

business plan for full 

development.  Right 

now, schedule is 

everything.ò 

Funding is a significant 

factor, as well.  The 

project began in late 

2008 with funding from 

the City of Akutan.  

Additional funding - 

Geologist Pete Stelling unrolls cable connected to a computer system that 

measures the electrical current in the ground.  

Drilling of four identified test wells in Hot Springs Bay Valley is estimated to cost in excess 

of $4 million. 
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$2,559,000 ï is now in place through a State of Alaska Renewable Energy Fund grant.  

However, drilling of all four identified test wells is estimated to cost in excess of $4 million.  To 

reach this funding goal, the City has applied for a Round 3 (FY2011) State renewable energy 

grant of $2.8 million, with $250,000 of City matching funds.  Grant awards will be made during 

the current legislative session. 

 ñAvailable grant funding will determine the number of wells to be drilled this season,ò said 

Project Manager Amanda Kolker. ñOtherwise, the project will most likely be reduced to drilling 

the two highest priority wells.ò  

Read more 

 

Town Creek Hydroelectric Project 

to Reduce Energy Costs for Akutan 

The City of Akutan recently received a ñField Report and Recommendations for Improvementsò 

for the repair and upgrade of the Town Creek hydroelectric power system.  The report, which 

was funded as part of an Alaska Energy Authority renewable energy grant, estimates that 

upgrading the existing system will save the City more than $100,000 annually in fuel costs. 

The Town Creek system was developed in 1990 as a joint venture between the City of Akutan 

and Alaska Power Systems.  The City subsequently purchased the entire system, which consists 

of three small diversion dams, a 

main impoundment dam 800 feet 

above the village, and a unique 

hydro turbine generator 

interconnected with a backup diesel 

generator. 

The system can produce up to 140 

kilowatts, enough to meet the 

majority of power demand for the 

City. Seasonal variations of water 

volume in Town Creek require the 

frequent use of diesel generators.   

ñThe system upgrades 

recommended by the engineering 
A recent report estimates the repair and upgrade of the Town Creek 

hydroelectric power system will save the City of Akutan more than $100,000 

annually in fuel costs.   Photo by Bob Kirkman, RMA Consulting Group. 

http://www.aleutianseast.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bE353D383-0864-48F5-AF46-26A606C9CDD9%7d
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team will greatly increase the on-line capacity and efficiency of the system, which means big 

cost savings for the Cityò, said Bob Kirkman of RMA Consulting Group, the Cityôs project 

manager. 

Recommended improvements for 

the system include replacing 

valves, upgrading impoundments 

and dams and replacing 

powerhouse controls, at an 

estimated cost of $1.4 million.  

The City submitted a renewable 

energy grant application to the 

Alaska Energy Authority in 

November 2009, requesting funds 

for a 2010 final design and 

construction.  Akutan Mayor Joe 

Bereskin is optimistic about 

getting the project completed this 

year.  

ñWith the push for renewable energy to replace diesel and reduce costs for homeowners, Akutan 

wants to make sure the Town Creek system can operate at peak efficiency,ò Mayor Bereskin 

said. ñNow is the time to invest in needed improvements.ò   

If the City receives grant funding for the project, work could begin as early as July of this year. 

Borough Launches 

AEB Fish Blog for 

Fishermen 

This week, the Aleutians East Borough 

kicked off the AEB Fish Blog, an online 

forum for fishermen to discuss regional 

policies and issues affecting the 

commercial fishing industry. The blog will 

also allow fishermen to ñtalk to each otherò 

about how fishing is going and what 

challenges lie ahead. To help get the 

Repairs and upgrades could begin this summer if the City receives 

grant funding for the project.  Photo by Bob Kirkman, RMA Consulting 

Group. 

 

Explore  http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com . 


